
Cursillo
Q: WHAT IS ‘CURSILLO’ ?

A: "Cursillo" is a Spanish word meaning "short course" in 
Christianity.  The first Cursillo was held by a group of men 
studying with their Bishop to prepare for a pilgrimage to the 
tomb of St. James in Santiago de Compostela Spain in the 1940's. 
Their faith was enriched and this caused them to renew their 
commitment to Jesus Christ, His Church, and to living out their 
Catholic faith, a commitment which had a very positive and 
lasting impact on their lives, their families and neighbors.  This 
became the first “Cursillo”.
 
Today, the Cursillo movement within the Catholic Church is 
present in 70 countries worldwide and active in 225 dioceses in 
the United States. It has canonical recognition, and has been 
blessed and encouraged by bishops and Popes ever since Paul VI 
designated St. Paul as the patron of Cursillo in 1967. Cursillo 
came to Oklahoma in 1976 and since then over 1,800 men and 
women in the Diocese of Tulsa have ‘lived’ a Cursillo weekend. 
 
Within our diocese the Cursillo Movement is accountable to 
Bishop Konderla under the spiritual direction of Fr. Elkin 
Gonzalez, Pastor, Christ the King parish, Tulsa, and Deacon Tim 
Sullivan, St. Bernard of Clairvaux, Tulsa.
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Q: WHAT HAPPENS AFTER ATTENDING A CURSILLO?
A:  Each person who attends a Cursillo weekend is invited and 
encouraged to join a “friendship group” to provide ongoing support 
to one another for living out our faith within the real circumstances 
of our lives.  These groups are self-organizing and individuals may 
join existing groups or form new ones.  There are many groups 
currently operating throughout the diocese and it is not a 
requirement that you attend a Cursillo weekend to join one.  
 
There are also monthly gatherings during which members of all 
groups (men & women) come together for prayer, discussion, and 
fellowship.  These groups called “Ultreyas”, are open to all and again 
it is not a requirement that you attend a Cursillo weekend to come!
 

English Ultreya                       Spanish Ultreya 
at Church of St. Benedict               at Sts. Peter and Paul Parish
2200 W. Ithica Street                  1436 North 67th Ave, Tulsa 74115
Broken Arrow 74012                  4th Sunday of month at 3:00pm
3rd Monday of month at 7:00pm

Q: HOW DO I GET MORE INFO ABOUT ATTENDING A CURSILLO?
A:  If you have any questions about attending a Cursillo 3-day 
weekend, attending an “Ultreya”, or joining a “Friendship Group” 
please contact our Pre-Cursillo Chairperson:

Mark Concienne
        [918] 633-5562  or  markconcienne@gmail.com

 www.tulsacursillo.wixsite.com/newsite or           ‘Tulsa Cursillo’
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NEXT ENGLISH WEEKENDS 

Men’s 3-Day Cursillo 
     MARCH 17-20, 2022
Our Lady of Guadalupe Camp, Wellston, OK
Women’s 3 Day Cursillo 
     FEBRUARY 17-20, 2022
Our Lady of Guadalupe Camp, Wellston, OK

mailto:markconcienne@gmail.com


Q: CURSILLO – WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT 
MAKE?

A:  Cursillo supports and encourages each of us to become 
more like Christ. For many, living a Cursillo weekend is a 
powerful and rewarding experience which leads to a greater 
love for Jesus Christ, His church, and the world which He has 
made.  Many report lasting, positive, and even profound 
effects on their personal faith life, family, friends, workplace 
and parish.  Many have found Cursillo to be a key factor in 
discerning their vocation and becoming active in parish or 
other ministry.   Within our diocese several have even 
entered the diaconate and been ordained, being inspired by 
their having attended a Cursillo weekend. 
Thus, Cursillo has and continues to play a vital role within 
“the new evangelization” as proclaimed by St. Pope John-
Paul II, and further encouraged by Pope Francis when he 
met with leaders of the world-wide Cursillo movement in 
Rome in April 2015 and said, “..I encourage you to go 
beyond, be faithful to your charism!  To keep alive the zeal, 
the fire of the Spirit that always compels the followers of 
Christ to reach those on the peripheries, to ‘step out of their 
comfort zone and have the courage to reach all the suburbs 
that need the light of the Gospel”.32

Q: WHO SHOULD ATTEND A CURSILLO 3-DAY 
WEEKEND?

A: Any Catholic adult who desires to “brush up” on being 
a Catholic along side others from around the diocese.  
During a Cursillo weekend a series of talks are presented 
by a priest and deacon who serve as the Spiritual 
Directors for the weekend, while others are presented by 
fellow laypersons. These talks introduce and/or remind us 
of the fundamental truths of our Catholic Christian faith – 
things that we may have learned long ago, but have 
forgotten or gotten a little fuzzy on over time –or- perhaps 
things some of us just never got the memo on!  
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